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Summary

The City of Los Angeles is proposing the construction of the Sixth Street Park, Arts, River &
Connectivity Improvements(PARC)Project. The Sixth Street PARC Project includes tbenstruction

of public recreational space on approximatelyl3 acres in areasinderneath and adjacent to tle Sixth
Street Viaduct between Mateo Street to the west and the United States Highway 101 to the east, in
the city of Los AngelesThe proposed Projectwould result in noticeable changes tdahe visual setting

as a result of tle planned alterations to the physical landscape in a predominantly industrial and
commercial area, surrounded by light and heay manufacturing warehouses, commercial parking
and storage facilities, art studios, and restaurant$dowever, & noted in the andysis below, impacts
associated with Aesthetics during construction or operation of the proposed Project would be less
than significant. The communities of Boyle Heights and the Downtown &s AngelesArts District
currently possess low visual quality, and wuld benefit from the addition of the proposed Project,
with an increase to moderate to high visual quality fier factoring in the compensatory design
features proposed as part of thgproposed Project.
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Chapter 1 Introduction and Project Description

The Sixth Street Viaduct Division of theCity of Los Angeles (City)Department of Public Works,

Bureau of Engineering (BOE)s proposing the construction ofthe Sixth Street Park, Arts, River &
Connectivity Improvements (PARC)Project (proposed Project). The proposed Project includes the

creation of public recreational space on approximatel\L.3 acres in areas underneath and adjacent to
the upcoming Sixth Street Viaduct (Viaduct) in the City of Los Angeles (Project Site).

Project Area

The proposed Project would be located under and adjacent to the Viaduct betweeNRlateo Street to
the west and the United States Highway 101 (U.S. 101) to the eastthe City of LosAngeles (Roject
Area)(see Figure 1: Regional Locationand Figure 2: Project Location). The Project Area, which
include the potential area of direct andndirect impacts resulting from the proposed Project,spans
from the Downtown Los Angeles Arts Distric{Arts District) on the west, over the Los Angeles River
(LA River), to the neighborhood of Boyle Heighten the eastside of theLA River.

The Sixth $reet Viaduct was a vital connection between Downtown Los Angeles and Boyle Heights.
The Project Area is currently a construction site for the Sixth Street Viaduct Replacement Project
(Viaduct Replacement Project)which began in 2016. Therefore, the Prog Area consiss of exposed
soil with staged construction equipment and materials.

TheProject AOAA EO 11 AAOGAA ET #1 O1 AEl $EOOOEAO pt AO
City North and Boyle Height Community Plan areakand uses along theeastand west sides of the
Viaduct are predominately industrial andcommercial. The Project Area includes the following land

use designations under the City of Los Angeles Planning and Zoning Code: Limited Industrial (zoned
M1), Light Industrial (zoned M2, Heavy Industrial (zone M3), Open Space (zoned OS) within tha

River, and Public Facilities (zones PFI.he nearest residence borders the northeastern edge of the
Project Area at theintersection of South Clarence Street and Inez Street, and the eastedge of the
Project Area atthe intersection of Boyle Avenue and Whittier Boulevard.

Railroad corridors are adjacent to the east and west banks of th&A River within the Project Area.

Los Angeles CountyMetropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) , Southern California Regional
Rail Authority (SCRRA), Burlington Northern Santa Fe (BNSF), Amtrak, and Union Pacific Railroad
(UPRR) own and/or operate railroad corridors within the Project Area. The Los Angeles Department

T £ 7A0A0 AT A 01 nshidsio®ORight of VEay (TLRWHisGaso located along the east and
west banks of theLA River.

The segment of theLA River within the Project Area is a trapezoidal concretdined channel, which
serves as a flood control channel that receives stormwater ruffibfrom the surrounding watershed.
TheLARIver discharges to an estuary south of the Project Area in Queensway Bay, in the Long Beach
Harbor. An existing tunnel (LA River Access Tunnel) is located under the railroad tracks west of the
LA River. LADWP TLRWised this tunnel to access theARiver from Santa Fe Avenue.

Sixth Street PARC Project June2019
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Figure 1: Regional Location Map
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Figure 2: Project Location Map
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Project Objectives

The proposed Project has the following objectives:

1
T
1
1
T

1

Serve the open space and recreational negdf surrounding communities;
Connect and improve neighborhoods

Incorpfl OAOA OOOOAET AAT A AAOGECT Al 1T OEOOAT O xEOE
Encourage active modes of transportation and public transit

Promote beneficial stormwater treatment and/or capture; and

Provide safe pedestrian ad bicycle access to the LA River.

The proposed Project would be designed toconform to the Los Angeles River Revitalization Master
Plan(City of Los Angeles, 2007)the City of Los AngeleBlobility Plan 2035(City of Los Angeles, 2016)
the One Water LA 2040 PlafCity of Los Angeles, 2018)and other local and adopted plans as
applicable. Consistent with theproject objectives, theproposed Project would endeavor to adhere to
the following guidelines anddesign goals:

T

Active and passive recreation that serves the needs of the community, particularly Boyle Heights
and the Arts District.

Connections to improvements within the neighborhoods in proximity to the Sixth Street Viaduct
open spaces.

Advanced desigrE1 EAAPET C xEOE OEA #EOUB80O OOOOAET AAEI EO

building, and Envision goals, which would include sensitivity to supporting all modes of
traversing under the Viaduct.

Promotion of multi-modal active transportation componens, including linking to existing and
future bicycle and pedestrian facilities.

Environmentally friendly design that promotes beneficial stormwater treatment and/or capture
throughout the site.

The most extensive project scope and associated impacts areifg presented in this EIR; however,
the City would only construct project elements that are within available funding at the time of
construction bidding.

Proposed Project Elements

The proposed Project would create recreational space on approximatel§3 acres in areas
underneath and adjacent to the Viaduct. As showin Figure 4: Site Plan the proposed Project is
divided into the following three sections:

1 West Park, which is located in the Central City North Community Plan

1 Arts Plaza and River Gateway, which is locatad the Central City North Community Plan and
along the west and east banks for the LA River

1 East Park, which is located in the Boyle Heights Community Plan

Sixth Street PARC Project June2019
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The proposed Project may include the fdowing elements and activities,among various other
features: Goncerts, performances, events, and festivals; soccer games, practices, and tournaments
volleyball and futsal games; basketball games; café and outdoor plazasncessions and farmers
markets.

Project Construction

Construction of the proposed Project is anticipated to be divided into two phases. Phase | would
consist of constructing the General Park Elemesitas well as East Park, West Park, and the Arts Plaza
and River Gateway. Phase Il would consist of installing reinforced concrete planted terracasng
the banks of the LA River.

Phase |
The following elements would be constructed as part of Phase | of the proposed Project:

General Park Elements

1 Typical park site furnishings and amenities which would include benches, tables, bike racks,
bicycle rentals, kiosks drinking fountains, safety bollards, lighting and signage, fencing, gates,
trash receptacles/enclosures, and equipment and maintenancgorage units

1 Pedestrian paths, bicycle paths and connections, and internal park roadways anda\see roads

1 Park lighting

9 Minor relocations of existing street lighting along Santa Fe Avenue, Mission Road, and Anderson
Street within the Project Area

1 Pedestrian lighting on Santa Fe Avenue, Anderson Street, and South Clarence Street

9 Public art sculptureand associated interpretive exhibits

9 Utility connections (electrical and plumbing)

9 Utility relocation and undergrounding in some areas may be required; other miscellaneous utility

improvements such as installation of WAFi, security cameras, and hookupdor food trucks,
temporary performance equipment (sound and lighting), and water

1 Site soil would be remediated to standards acceptable by the Los Angeles County Fire
Department prior to proposed Project construction. Some soil remediation activities may st be
required during construction

9 Irrigation systems and open space

1 Demolition of existing infrastructure, such as pavements and roadways

T , ATAGAAPETI ¢ x1 Ol A AA AT 1 OEOOAT O xEOE OEA #EOUB8O0
(Ordinance No. 183145), WwWhE OANOEOAA OEAO xuv PAOAAT O 1T &£ Al U
area be planted with any combination of native trees, plants and shrubs, species defined\éater

Wise (i.e. climate adaptive and norinvasive plants), or speciedisted in the Los Angeles Rer
Master Plan Landscaping Guidelines and Plant Palette

1 Retaining wall(s), which would be approximately between 2and 17-feet high.

Sixth Street PARC Project June2019
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1 Connectivity improvements, which may include, but are not limited to, a pedestrian activated
crosswalk signal on Santa & Avenue, a speed table at the continental crosswalk on Santa Fe
Avenue, and speed tables with solapowered rectangular rapid flashing beacons at South
Clarence Street, Mission Road, and South Anderson Street

1 Sormwater infrastructure improvements, which would include proposed stormwater drainage
systems that would capture runoff from the proposed Project Site and tributary Viaduct areas,
route stormwater to structural and low impact development LID best management practices
(BMP) (e.g, proprietary vaults with media-filled cartridges, catch basin filter inserts, incidental
infiltration during sheet flow and within localized vegetated basins, and belovgrade capture and
use systems), and discharge to existing stormwater drainage facib that drain to the LA River.

East Park

9 East Building with approximately 332square-foot concession area, 25&quare-foot public
restrooms, and 635square-foot space and 571square-foot storage space for City of Los Angeles
Department of Recreatim and Parks (RAP)

1 Two synthetic turf soccer fields with field lighting, one for youth Undei8 players, and one for
youth Under-10 players

1 Two flexible play and performance lawrs with combined capacity to hold events for up to
approximately 2,800 people

1 Adult-sized flexible sports court for basketball, futsal, and volleyball

9 Salvaged bridge light poles and salvaged arch as barrier/seat wall

91 Nature walk, meadow and adult fithess circuit

1 Splash pad with outdoor shower

1 Designated picnic and grilling areas

9 Landscaped seating areas and rain gardens

9 Small dog and large dog play areas

9 Parking plaza with 14 dedicated space oBite (approximately nine of which would be used by
RAP staff)

T #EEI AOAT 80O Pl AU AOAA

1 Skatepark elements

West Park/Arts Plaza and River Gatgay

1 One approximately 630square-foot café building with outdoor plaza seating

1 One approximately 172square-foot building with public restrooms

1 Arts Plaza performance area(s), public gathering/assembly areas with capacity for
approximately 1,000 people

Sixth Street PARC Project June2019
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1 Oneflexible play and performance lawn

1 Adult fitness equipment

1 Small dog and large dog play areas

1 Landscaped seating areas

9 Public art sculpture (approximately 30 feet high, 24 feet wide, and 11 feet long)

1 Rain garden

1 Reconstruction and rehabilitation of exising pedestrian/vehicular LA River Access Tunnel
entrance to the LA River (widening the tunnel opening; resurfacing the tunnel entryway,
pavement, and tunnel floor; painting; and lighting improvements). Installation of safety features,
including removeable bollards or a gate to restrict vehicle access to the tunnel and warning
devices to deter pedestrian access during flooding events

1 Space for future electric vehicle charging station and City of Los Angeles Department of
Transportation (LADOT) mobility hub elements

1 Space for secure bike parking and space for Metro bikeshare

1 Space for future landscaped garden areas

Phase I

Phase Il could include the installation of reinforced concrete planted terraces on up to approximately
20,000 square feet of the wesand east banks of the LA River channehs shown

Sixth Street PARC Project June2019
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Figure 3: River Channel Desigi€oncept Terracing would be up toapproximately 10 feet wide and
located ashigh as possible on the west and east LA River banks. The terraces wouldibehored into
the existing slope liner and would not require excavation into the LA River channel. Adindscaping
would consist of species included in the Los Angeles River Mastélan LandscapingGuidelines and

0i ATO 0A1 AOGOAN

to the LA River would be maintained.

The analysis in this document assumes that, unless otherwise stated, the proposed Bobjwould be
designed, constructed, and operated in compliance with all applicable laws, regulations, ordinances,
and formally adopted City standards, including, but not limited to:

1 Los Angeles Municipal Code

1 Los Angeles Department of Building and Safetyo@e

9 Bureau of Engineering Standard Plans

9 Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction

9 Additions and Amendments to the Standard Specifications for Public Works Construction
Sixth Street PARC Project June2019
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Figure 3: River Channel Design Concept
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Chapter 2. Environmental Setting

Boyle Heights

Boyle Heights is situatedalong the eastern boundary of the City of Los Angeles, surrounded by the

City of Vernon to the south, the unincorporated community of East Los Angeles to the edbt

communities of Lincoln Heights and El Sereno to the norfland the LA River and downtown to the

west. Boyle Heightsis made up of 3,807 acresor roughly six square miles,and containsa mix of

residential, commercial, industrial, open spacend public facility lands. The community was initially

developed as one of Los Angeles' first residential suburbs, serving as the initial point of settlement

for many European immigrants. The arrival of the railroads in the 1880s brought industrial
development to £A AOAAh AT A OEA AEQOQUS8O A@PAT OETI T xAOOx
accompanied by demographic shifts. With the industrial development of Los Angeles, Mexican labor

was recruited and eventually succeeded the European immigrants of Boyle Heigl{tsos Angeles

Department of City Planning , 1998)

Downtown Los Angeles Arts District

The Artists-in-Residence District, mor&eommonly known as the Downtown Los Angeles Arts District

(or Arts District), is located just outside ofLittle Tokyo in Downtown Los Angeles The Arts District

is bounded by First Streeto the north, the LARiverto the east, Sixth Streeto the south, and Alameda

Streetto the west This area is primarily made up of old warehousethat have now beenconverted

O AOOEOOOS (Lot ArGeds Depadmen &F Cidy Planding, 2000Bince the 1970s, artists

seeking large, open spaces for creative wotliegan illegally inhabiting warehouse buildings zoned

for industrial use. These were the first liveyvork studios in the area. In 19810 EA #EOWH6 O | OOE
Residence (AIR) ordinance legalized the use of industrial buildings for artist residences and work

spaces. The ordinance allowed for the creation of live/work units in existing industrial buildings

through adaptive reuse, andn the 1990s,itx A0 1T £LZEAEAT 1 U AAOBC) ACAANT@RA O
area was added to the Community Plan Mapnd policieswere added to the plan to encourage the

continued expansion of live/work projects for artists (Los Angeles Department of City Planning, n.d.)

Sixth Street PARC Project June2019
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Chapter3. Visual Impact Assessment

Visual Impact Assessment

The Visual mpactAssessnent (VIA) is a technical study required by CEQA to assess potential impacts
to the visual environment that can accompang proposed improvement project(Caltrans, n.d.) The
VIA documens the existing visual quality of the surrounding environment, include photo
simulations and other visualization exhibits that illustrate the proposed project alternatives,
evaluates the expected visual change caused by a project, assespublic reaction to the expected
change,and identifies visual impacts (Caltrans, n.d.) The purpose of thisVIA is to evaluate the
potential for project impacts related to aesthetics, including visual quality and character, of the
Project Area.

As shownin Figure 4: Proposed Site Planthe Project Area has been divided into three sgments
West Park, Arts Plazaand River Gateway, and East Park. For the purpose of this VIA, all Key
Observation Points (KOP), will be assessedadm the viewpoint of each individual segment A KOP
identifies key views that document the visual character and quality dhe proposedProjectin highly
representative ways. The analysis identifiedive such specific views that would be altered to some
degree by theproposedProject. The following KOPs, showin Figure 5: Key Operation Point{KOP),
were chosento represent the clearestdisplay of visual effects of theProject Area at representative
locations within its setting:

1 KOP 1: Mateo Street and East Sixth Street (West Paikiew East from Mateo Street)

1 KOP 2: Santa Fe Avenue and Mesquit Street (Arts Plaza and River Gatewagw East from Santa
Fe Avenue)

1 KOP 3: East Sixth Street and South Mission Road (EastkRa¥iew West from Mission Road)

1 KOP 4: Anderson Street, between $ix Street and Jesse Street (East ParkView West from
Anderson Street)

1 KOP 5: Clarence Street, between Sixth Street and Jesse Street (East Pafiew West from
Clarence Street and View East from Clarence Street)

Sixth Street PARC Project June2019
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Figure 4: Proposed Site Plan
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Figure 5: Key Operation Points (KOP)
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Methodology

The L.A. CEQA Thresholds Gu{@606) contains screening criteria pertaining to aesthetics, exigig
features in the visual setting, effects on scenic resources, and obstruction of views. ThA. CEQA
Thresholds Guidecombined with the State CEQA Guidelines' Appendixgéreening criteria, provide
the key analytical framework for this VIA, and guidethe process for theproposed Project. This is
augmented by the methodology developed by the Feddrelighway Administration (FHWA), which
has become the industry standard for performing visual impacassessments for localnonzighway
related projects. TheFHWA methodology calls for analysis of the projeatiewshed(i.e., those areas
that can be easily seen within thdProject setting), using the criteriavividnessintactness and visual
unity captured in key views to assess the level of visugluality present, both before and after the
proposed Roject is implemented. A viewshed comprises albf the surface areas visible from an

I AOAOOAOGO OEAxDPT ET 08 4EA OEAxOEAA Al O AAAT O1 00
visual changesbrought about by the Project. Photographic documentation of theproposed Project
and the project viewshed was undertaken to support such analysis and to graphically convey the
resulting project implications in visual terms. Within the evaluative framework, changesto the
guality and character of visual resources in the viewshed are assessed with respect to viewer
response, as discussed in the following sections.

Determining Visual Character and Quality

Visual Character

Visual characteris described by the opography, land use, form, color, line, texture, and natural
resources depicted in the viewAssessment of the visual character is intended to be descriptive
rather than evaluative. Visual character idased on defined attributes, such as physical traitpattern
character traits; and the dominance, scale, and diversity acontinuity of visual elements.

Visual Quality
Visual quality describesthe aesthetics of a view. Determining the quality of a view can be subjective
becauseitis partybasedi T OE A i@ dfwhBtOdnsiitutes a quality setting.To provide a more

objective framework, this assessment combines the evaluative criteriaé., vividness, intactness, and
unity) and qualitative rankings (low, medium, and high) presented in the FHWA guidelinewith the
L.A. CEQA Thresholds Gudditeria.

This method is intended to correlate with public judgments of visual quality welenough to predict

those judgments. This approach to evaluating visual quality can also help identify specific methods

for mitigating each adverse impact that may occur as a result of agposed Roject.4 ET OCE & (7! 8 0
guidelines are the accepted standard foevaluating the visual effects associated with highway and

railroad projects, the guidelines also apply to a wide range of netnansportation projects. The three

criteria for evaluating visual quality are defined as follows:

9 Vividness: The visual power or memorability of landscape components as they combine in
distinctive visual patterns.

1 Intactness: The visual integrity of the natural and humabuilt landscape and its freedom from
encroaching elements. It can be present in wellept urban and rural lands@apes, as well as in
natural settings.

9 Unity : The visual coherence and compositional harmony of the landscape considered as a whole.
It frequently attests to the careful design of individual huma@nade components in the
landscape.
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Views of high quality often have topographic relief, a variety of vegetation, rich colors, impressive
scenery, and unique natural and/or built featuresThe FHWA evaluates visual quality based on an
average for the ranking scales for the vividness, intactness, and unity.

Viewer Response

Viewer response is comprised of two elements: viewer sensitivity and viewer exposure. These
elements combine to form a method of predicting how the public might react to visual changes
brought about by a development project.

Viewer exposure is typi@lly assessed by measuring the number of viewers exposed to the resource
change, type of viewer activity, duration of their view, speed at which the viewer moves, and position
of the viewer. High viewer exposure heightens the importance of early considerah of design, art,
and architecture and their roles in managing the visual resource effects of a projeBecause objects
in the foreground have more detail, views from nearby locations are more detailed compared to
objects that are indistinguishable in he distance. Viewers would experience visibility of @roject to
varying degrees in a particular viewshed, depending on distance or other intervening structures or
obstacles.

to change in the visual resources that make up the view. Local values and goals may confer visual
significance on landscape components and areas that would otherwise appear unexceptional in a

visual resource analysis. Thesensitivity of viewers in their perception of visual quality, as well as

their sensitivity to changes in visual quality, varies based on familiarity with the view, as well as their

OAT OA 1T £ T xT AOOEED 1 £ OEA OEAxh ledetelNinditie hiewl Thad® OA 1 £
factors, in turn, determine how much attention that person focuses on the view.

For example, residential viewers typically have a high sensitivity to visual quality and changes in

visual quality because of their familiarity with the view over a period of time, investment in the area

(e.g., homeowners or longime residents), and sense of ownership of the view. By contrast,
commuting motorists, if traveling simply to get from one place to another for work, or while doing
errands,normally have an average level of sensitivity. Nonetheless, those same motorists, when they

are traveling for pleasure, are more sensitive to their surroundings. The level of that sensitivity

increases based upon the degree of familiarity the viewer hassf\OE OEA OEOOAT OAOOEIT C
concern for scenic quality.

Key Views

Because it is not feasible to analyze alff the potential views of theproposed Project, it is necessary
to select a number of key viewpoints that would most clearly display theisual effects of the
proposed Project at representative locations withinthe Project Area Key views also represent the
primary viewer groups that would potentially be affected by theproposed Project. For purposes of
this analysis, a view is consideredtey if at least one of the following circumstances applies:

9 Visual resources are present, regardless of the quality of the view. The sensitivity of the affected
viewer group is medium or high, and the duration of the view is lordgerm.

1 The quality of the vew is medium or high, regardless of whether visual resources are present.
The sensitivity of the viewer group is medium or high, and the duration of the view is logrm.

1 The view is distinct, clear, and unobstructed from the street to adjacent businessand is viewed
regularly by a large number of commuters. In this case, the viewer sensitivity is medium, and the
view is longderm.
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Thresholds of Significance
According to Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines and thé\. CEQA Thresholds Guithe proposed
Project would have a significant impact on Aesthetics if it would:

I(a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista.

I(c) Substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public views of the site and its

surroundings. (Public views are those that are experienced from a publicly accessible vantage point).
If the project is in an urbanized area, conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing

scenic quality.

I(d) Create a new source of subantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime
views in the area.

A.4. Nighttime lllumination : The determination of significance shall be made on a cabg-case
basis, considering the following factors:

1 The change in ambient illuminaion levels as a result of project sources; and

1 The extent to which project lighting would spill off the project site and effect adjacent light
sensitive areas.
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Chapter4. Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes all releant policies governingaesthetics within the Project Areg the LA
River, and the neighborhood of Boyle Heights andhe Downtown Los Angeles Arts District

City of Los Angeles

City of Los Angeles Municipal Code

The Los Angeles Municipal Code (LAMC) includes regulations pertaining to aesthetics and visual
guality. The following Municipal Code sections provides standards for the design, location, and
arrangement of visual resources within a project area, includingoning and land uses, landscaping,
street lighting systems,etc. (City of Los Angeles, 2017)

LAMC Chapter 1, Article 2, Section 12.04.089pen Space Zone

Open Space Zoning provides regulations for publicly owned land in ord®1 Ei &1 Al AT O
adopted General Plan, including the Open Space, Conservatiand Public Recreation Elements.
Implementation of the General Plan serves to protect and preserve natural resources and natural
features of the environment; provide outdmr recreation opportunities and advance the public health
and welfare; enhance environmental quality; encourage the management of public lands in a manner
which protects environmental characteristics; and encourage the maintenance of open space uses on
all publicly owned park and recreation land.

LAMC Chapter 1, Article 2, Section 12.42E2

All planting shall be coordinated with all signs and lighting on a project site, both upon installation of
the planting and upon the planting reaching its maximum desigresize.All shall be designed such
that one will not interfere with the other, nor require excessive maintenance.

LAMC Chapter 1, Article 2, Sec. 12.21A5(k)
All lights used to illuminate a parking area shall be designed, locateahd arranged so as to rééct
the light away from any streets and any adjacent premises.

LAMC Chapter 1, Article 3, Section 13.172River Improvement Overlay District
The purpose of a RIO District is to:

1 Support the goals of the Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan
1 Contribute to the environmental and ecological health of the City's watersheds

i Establish a positive interface betweenLA Rver adjacent property and river parks and/or
greenways

1 Promote pedestrian, bicycleand other multi-modal connection between theLA Rver and its
surrounding neighborhoods

1 Provide an aesthetically pleasing environment for pedestrians and bicyclists accessing the river
area

9 Provide safe, convenient access to and circulation along thé& Rver

1 Promote the river identity of river adjacent communities
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LAMC Chapter 1, Article 3, Section 13.1ZRRiver Improvement Overlay District

A Project shall conform to all of the followingRIO district development regulations:

1 Landscaping

o0 Landscaping shall conform to the following regulations: 75 percent of any Project's newly
landscaped area shall be planted with any combination of the following: native trees, plants
and shrubs, or specieslefined as WatershedWise, or species listed in the Los Angeles County
River Master Plan Landscaping Guidelines and Plant Palettes.

1 Screening/Fencing

o Electrical transformers, mechanical equipment, water meters and other equipment shall be
screened from public view. The screening may be opaque or perforated, provided that not
more than 50 percent of the face is opefhe screen shall be at least 6 inches taller than the
equipment and not more than 2 feet taller than the equipment.

1 With the exception of singé-family homes, all projects facing a street that cross thieA Rver or
terminate at the river or a river frontage road shall have all fences within the front or side yards
visible from said street consistent with the fence designs identified in the Los Aeles County
River Master Plan Landscape Guidelindsxterior Site Lighting.

0 All site and building mounted lighting shall be designed such that it produces a maximum
initial luminance value no greater than 0.20 horizontal and vertical foot candles at thetsi
boundary, and no greater than 0.01 horizontal foot candles 15 feet beyond the sitéo more
than 5.0 percent of the total initial designed lumens shall be emitted at an angle of 90 degrees
or higher from nadir (i.e., straight down).

o All low-pressure sodum, high pressure sodium, metal halide, fluorescent, quartz,
incandescent greater than 60 watts, mercury vapor, and halogen fixtures shall be fully
shielded.

9 Projects located partially or wholly within the Inner Core shall also conform to the following
regulations
o0 Landscape BufferAll Projects shall provide a 16foot landscape buffer as measured from the

Project's property line adjacent to theLA Rver except where a roadway is located within that
10 feet.New building structures or parking shall not be permitted within the 10 -foot
landscape buffer.

0 FenceAll fences located within 10 feet of the river corridor or a river frontage road street or
any adjacent street shall be consistent with the fence designs identified in the Los Angeles
County River Maste Plan Landscape GuidelinedVith the exception of singlefamily homes,
all Projects shall be required to maintain a visual connection between the river corridor
and/or frontage road and the abutting property.

0 Fence Height. All fences located less than 1€et from the LA Rver shall be no higher than 6
feet in height. All fences located at the Xfbot landscape buffer setback line shall not exceed
10 feet in height.

Sixth Street PARC Project June2019
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0 GatesAll gates or fences located within 10 feet of theA Rver or a river frontage roadshall
be consistent with the gate designs identified in the Los Angeles County River Master Plan
Landscape GuidelinesThe gate height shall be consistent with the adjacent fence height and
the gate shall be designed so as not to encroach into either th& Rver, street or public right-
of-way when opened.

o LARIiver Access.

A With the exception of singlefamily homes, all river adjacent projects that partially or
wholly abut the LA Rver shall have Americans with Disabilities Act compliant access
gates from their property to the LA Rver. The gates shall also be accessible fbicycle
entry. Access may be controlled and limited to residents, employees and/or visitors of
the project.

o Riverfront Door. All projects located either adjacent to the river corridor or frontage road
shall include a riverfront door visible to, and accessie from, the river corridor or frontage
road.

LAMC Chapter 1, Article 7, Sec. 17.08C
Plans for street lighting system shall be submitted to and approved by the Bureau of Street Lighting.

LAMC Chapter 9, Article 3, Section 93.013

No person shall confruct, establish, create, or maintain any stationary exterior light source that may
cause the following locations to be either illuminated by more than two foetandles (21.5 Ix) of
lighting intensity or receive direct glare from the light source. Direct [gre, as used in this subsection
is a glare resulting from high luminance or insufficiently shielded light sources that is in the field of
view.

1 Any ground surface intended for use but not limited to recreation, barbecue, or lawn areas on
any other property containing a residential unit or units

City of Los Angeles General Plan

1O OANOGEOAA AuUu OEA 30A0A 1T & #Al EZElI Ol EAh OEA #EOUGS
related to land use, circulation, housing, conservation, open spacwise, and safety(Los Angeles

Department of City Planning, 2017) To address goals that meet the unique needs of the City, the

General Plan also includes elements related to health and wellness, air quality, historic presstion

and cultural resources, and public facilities and services. Several of the General Plan elements are

currently being updated. The General Plan elements that pertain to Aesthetics are described in more

detail in the following sections.

For the purposeof this VIA,the following policies from the Open Space Elemerdand Service Systems
Element (Public Recreation Plah, have been gathered tassess potential impacts to the visual
environment that can accompanythe proposed Project:

Open Space Element

The purpose of the Open Space Element is to provide an official guider the identification,

preservation, conservation, and acquisition of open space in the C{tyos Angeles Department of City

Planning, 1973) The Element aimsto ensure that the City has sufficient open space to meet its
recreational, environmental, health, and safety needs. In addition, the Element aims to conserve and
DOAOGAOOA OEA #EOUGO AT OEOIT I AT OA1T OAOI OOAk®h A0 x
#EOUBO EAAT OEOUh &I O0ih AT A OEOOAI AEOAI Ax1 OE8 3PA
consideration of aesthetics in grading plans, and the (b) establishment of scenic corridorEhe
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following Open Spaceajoals, objectives, andpolicies pertaining to aesthetics are applicable to the
proposed Project:

Goals
9 Provide an open space system which provides identity, forpand a visual framewaork to the City.

Objectives:

1 Identify the need and methods of providing for open space in proged centers and impacted
areasof the City. Impacted areasare generally characterized byfactors including low incomes,
high incidence of crimeand low educational achievement.

Policies:

1 The amount of earth moved in grading operations withirdesirable open space areas should be
limited and closely controlled. Aesthetic consideraton should be incorporated into the City's
approval of grading plans in these areas.

1 Scenic corridors should be established where designated. Each corridsinould be specifically
"tailored" to the needs of the area and the scenic values to be preserved. Specific studies including
implementing ordinances should be prepared for each scenic corridor.

Community Plans

The Project Areais located within the Boyle Heights Community Plan(Los Angeles Department of
City Planning , 1998)and the Central City North CommunityPlan (Los Angeles Department of City
Planning, 2000)areas.The following aestheticsgelated planning goals, objectives, angbolicies are
presented in both community plans

Boyle Heights Community Plan

4eA "TUl A (AECEOO #1 1101 EOU 0l AT EO EI OAT AAA O A
that sufficient land is designated foreachdb EA AT [ | OT EOybBLOs AhgkldsA1098)The
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plan (City of Los Angeles, 1998)

Objedives.

1 Provide adequate recreation and park facilities which meet the needs of the residents in the
community.

1 Conserve, maintain and better utilize existing recreation and park facilities which promote the
recreational experience.

Policies
1 Preserve andmprove the existing recreation and park facilities and park space.

The Boyle Heights Community Plan is currently being updated, with a draft released in October 2017
(Los Angeles Department of City Planning, 2017)

Central City North Community Plan

The Central City North Community Plan summarizes the most significant land use issues and
opportunities that the community faces (City of Los Angeles, 2000) Among these issues, the
Community Plan includes goals, objectives, and polices related to provide park facilities and open
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space for the purposes of serving the recreational, environmental, and health needs of the
community, as well as protecting environmental and aesthetic resources. Specific po#is pertaining

to aesthetics within the Community Plan include: (a) ensuring that parks are adequately illuminated

for safe use at night, and (b) providing a visual balance between open space and urban development

within the Community Plan area. The folls ET ¢ AAOOEAOEAOZOAI AGAA PI ATTE
policies are presented in the community plan:

Recreation and Parks Facilities
Goals:
1 4: Adequate recreation and park facilities which meet the needs of the residents in the Plan Area.

Objectives:

1 4-1: nserve, maintain and better utilize existing recreation and park facilities which promote
the recreational needs of the community.

Policies:

1 4-1.1: Preserve the existing recreatnal facilities and park space.

Open Space
Goals:

1 5: Acommunity with sufficient open space in balance with development to serve the recreational,
environmental and health needs of the community and to protect enviranental and aesthetic
resources.

Objectives:

1 5-1: Preserve existing open space resources andhere possible develop new open space.

1 5-2:Ensure the accessibilitysecurity and safety of parks by their users, particularly families wk
children and senior citizens.

Policies:

1 5-1.1: Encourage the retention of passive and visual open space which prdes a balance to the
urban development of tte Plan Area.

1 5-2.1: Ensure that parks are adequately illuminated for safe use at night where appropriate.

Site-Specific Master Plan

Los Angeles River Revitalization Master Plan

The Los Angeles River RevitalizatioMaster Plan (LARRMP) includes plans to construct a continuous
river greenway, providing habitat restoration, open spaces, and pedestrian and bicycle paths along
the LA River (City of Los Angeles, 2007). The Plan includes a-8flle long and Emile wide planning
area, with goals that include, but are not limited to, establishing guidelines for land use and
development around the LA River; enhancing and improving communitgeadjacent to theLA Rver;
improving public access to theLA Rver; and providing recreation and open space. The LARRMP
includes requirements for landscaped areas, guidelines for improvements to the visibility of the LA
River, and guidelines for introducng art. The following goals and recommendations within the
LARRMP are applicable to the visual quality and character of the Sixth Street PARC Project:

Goal 1:.Create a continuousiver greenway

9 Establish a River Buffer area withinand adjacent tqthe LA River that meets riparian or upland
habitat requirements.

1 Extend open space, bike paths, and muiltise trails into the tributaries.
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Goal 2:.Conneciheighborhoodgo theriver

1 Provide green arterial connections to thedLA River. Where suitable, landscapedreas should be
designed to meet upland habitat requirements.

1 Create safe, nommotorized routes between theLA River and cultural institutions, parks, civic
institutions, transit-oriented development, schools, transit hubs, and commercial and
employment centers within one mile of the LA River.

91 Increase direct pedestrian and visual access to theA River.

Goal 3:EExtend open space and water quality features into neighborhoods

1 Increase open space throughout theA River Corridor. Where suitable, landscaped areas should
be designed to meet uplandhabitat requirements.

1 Provide a diverse system of interconnected parks, recreational fields, and outdoor classrooms.

9 Incorporate best management practices (BMPS) in streetscapes and all public landscapes.

Goal 4:Enhanceriver identity

9 Identify physical opportunities to improve the visibility of the LA River Corridor.
9 Identify opportunities to improve public perception of the LA River Corridor.

1 Encourage local and diverse character within theA River Corridor.

Goal 5iIncorporate public art along theriver

1 Identify physical opportunities to introduce art along theLA River.

1 Create a River arts program that reflects and celebrates the history of thé& River and the diverse
cultures of its surrounding neighborhoods.

Bureau of Street Lighting Design Standard s and Guidelines

The Bureau of Street LightingDesign Standards and Guidelingsanual provides standards for
engineers with regards to designing street lighting systemgBureau of Street Lighting, 2007) The
manual provides approval requirements; illumination standards for various areas, roadways, and
pedestrian walkways; design considerations; and equipment selection standards.

LA River Design Guidebook

The LA River Design Guideboagfrovides design recommendations that complement the Los Angeles
River Revitalization Master Plan and the design guidelines associated with the RIO distri€lity of
Los Angeles, 2016) The Guidebook is intaded for use by the communities of Boyle Heights, Arts
District, Lincoln Heights, and Chinatown East, and incorporates the input of residents, stakeholders,
and representatives from these communities. TheLA River Design Guideboolprovides
recommendationsfor improving and unifying the aesthetic quality of the LA River and surrounding
communities.
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Chapter 5. Project Impacts

Construction Impacts

Scenic Views

Although there are no officially designated scenic vistas, resources, or highways that aréhin the
Project Area or visible from the Project Area, the Downtown LA skyline could be considered a valued
viewshed by residents, pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists of the Central City North and Boyle
Heights neighborhoodsKey components of the prposed Project will include the refyrading required

to create new sports fields, open grass areas, multipurpose sports courts, pedestrian and bicyclist
paths, performance stages, and pglay areas, among other featureConstruction equipment would
not introduce new vertical elements in the Project Area, because construction equipment is already
present in the Project Area as part of the existing construction site for the Viaduct Replacement
Project. The Project Area is currently a construction site with agpment already present, so views
to scenic vistas would not change substantially when compared to existing conditions.

Construction equipment (e.g., grading excavators, scrapers, dozers, tractors, loaders, backhoes,
forklifts, and portable generators) wauld be temporarily present in the Project Area for a period
extending up to approximately two years for Phase | and six months for Phase Il. Construction
activities would be shortterm and would not have permanent effects on the Downtown LA skyline.

In addition, construction equipment would not introduce new vertical elements because
construction equipment is already present in the Project Area as part of the existing construction site
for the Viaduct Replacement Project. Therefore, views to the Downtown Iskyline would not change
substantially when compared to existing conditions.

Light and Glare

Construction of the proposed Project would not create a substantial source of light or glare that
would adversely affect daytime views in the area; however, nighttime views may be affected. During
construction of the proposed Project, perimeter lighting m# be required on the construction site for
security and safety purposes during nighttime. If nighttime lighting at the construction site is
required, lighting would be directed downward, onsite, and away from surrounding land uses.
Spillover light would be minimized to the greatest extent feasible so that it would not interfere with
functions of adjacent properties including vision, sleep, privacy, and general enjoyment of the natural
nighttime condition. Because the proposed Project would comply with th® OT OEOET 1 O EI

Municipal Code, including; LAMC Chapter 1, Article 2, Sec. 12.21A5(k); LAMC Chapter 1, Article 7, Sec.

17.08C; and LAMC Chapter 9, Article 3, Section 93.0117, it is not expected to result in new sources of
substantial light or glare.

Shading

Construction of the proposed Project would require the use of construction vehicles that would
include cranes and drill rig trucks, among other vehicles and equipment, that may exceed 60 feet in
height above ground elevation. However, shadinffom construction vehicles would be temporary
due to the constant mobility of the vehicles throughout the Project Site. Therefore, construction
equipment related to the proposed Project would not result in a significant impact on shading in the
project area, during construction of the proposed Project.
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Visual Character and Quality

Staging during construction of the proposed Project would be coordinated with the construction of
the Viaduct Replacement Project; therefore, the proposed Project would not require the additional
use or acquisition of public space for equipment and vehicte Because the Project Area is currently a
construction site with construction equipment already present, substantial changes to the existing
visual character and quality of the Project Area are not anticipated. In addition, the construction area
would be fenced to obscure views of construction activities, materials, and staged equipment. Short
term construction impacts to the existing visual character and quality of the site and its surrounding
area would be temporary in nature and all construction equipmet and machinery would be removed
upon completion of theproposed Roject.

Operational Impacts

Scenic Views

For all five viewpoints, the existing visual charactelis the current construction site for the Viaduct,
and was once a heavily industrialized areaf low visual quality, and low vividness and unity.
Although, there are no officially designated scenic vistas, resources, or highways that are within the
Project Area or visible from the Project Area, the Downtown LA skyline could be considered a valued
viewshed by residents, pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists of the Central City North and Boyle
Heights neighborhoodsThe proposed Project, with its series of hatural landscaping, open space, and
socialand recreational areas would be more vivid in appearance than the existing construction site,
or the previously industrialized zones of the Arts District and Boyle HeightsThe effects on the visual
intactness and unity of the view wouldgenerally be positive, and would improve the visual quality
and chaacter of the area

The proposed Project would not introduce vertical elements tall enough to obstruct views of the
Downtown Los Angeles skylineThe proposed Project would include design components that would
occur primarily at ground level or underneaththe Viaduct, including the addition of pedestrian
walking trails, bike paths, sports fields and courts, performance lawns and stages, public seating
areas, open grass areas and gardens, and péy areas. The addition of vertical structures, such as
large vegetation, trees, a 3@oot tall public art piece (art piece), and general site and sports field
lighting would also be included; however, none of the proposed elements would have the potential
to block any scenic vistas. The art piece would be locatedthin the West Park of the proposed
Project and would not be located underneath the ViaduciThe proposed projectwould not include
any structures that would exceed 60 feet in height above the ground elevatipand the art piece
would not be tall enough b block views of the DTLA skylineTherefore, the skyline would continue
to be visible to all motorists, residents, visitors, and pedestrians.

Light and Glare

The proposed Project would introduce new lighting along the sidewalks, playgrounds, performance
stages, and sports areas to increase public safety and visibility. Areas within the proposed Project
Site that demonstrate a high need for nighttime lighting iolude the LA River Access Tunnel,
restrooms, and the sports fields and performance areas.

Lighting for security would be installed throughout the Project Site to protect people and property,
and illuminated in accordance with the llluminating EngineeringSociety (IES) standarddES RP33-
14 Lighting for Exterior Environmentd T A ) %3SecuitypLighting for People, Property and Public
Spaces as updated by IES G-16 Guide for Security Lighting for People, Property and Critical
Infrastructure. Luminaires with shielded optics would be used, and the proposed Project would be
designed to infill lighting in areas where architectural and bridge elements could impede the flow of
light. Security lighting would not adversely affect daytime or nighttime viewsri the area.
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The sports fields and performance areas would feature switchable and dimmable lights to reduce
lighting when these facilities are not in use. Light levels would be gradually reduced when moving
away from the high illuminance sports fieldsThe use of outdoor lighting for recreational activities
would be limited to the proposed operating hours, between 5:00 a.m. and 10:30 p.m. in accordance
with LAMC Sec. 63.44.ighting would be directed onsite, and spillover light would be minimized to
the greatest extent feasible so that it would not interfere with functions of adjacent properties
including vision, sleep, privacy, and general enjoyment of the natural nighttime condition addition,

the proposed Project would not include surfaces that would qpduce glare. Therefore, the proposed
Project would not create new sources of substantial light or glare that would adversely affect daytime
or nighttime views in the area.

The new walkway lighting would be compliant with all regulations set forth bythe EOU8 O " OOAAO
Street Lighting Design Standards and Guidelinesensure that the area receives lighting that meets

national illumination standards for vehicular and pedestrian traffic, does not emit light pollution, and

produces little glare (Bureau of Street Lighting, 2007) In addition, the lighting for the proposed

sports fields and courts would operate in compliance with Los Angeles City RAP illuminance level

standards for outdoor sports and recreational facilities. RAP liminance level standards are

measured in horizontal foot candles, which refer to the amount of light being received on a horizontal

surface. Los Angeles City RAP standards for the proposed Project would include illumination levels

of 30-foot candles averg@e over the entire area of basketball courts and 3fbot candles average over
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2, Sec. 12.21A5(k); LAMC Chapter 1, Article 7, Sec. 17.08C; and LAMC Chapter 9, Article 3, Section
93.0117, the proposed Project would not result in substantial light or glare effects.

Shading

The proposed Project wouldnot include any light-blocking structures that would exceed 60 feet in
height above the ground elevation. Therefore, structuregelated to the proposed Project would not
result in a significant impact on shading in the project area, during operation of the proped Project.

Visual Character and Quality

Residents and local business employees would most likely notice the changes in the visual
environment of the proposed Project. Those who will regularly use the Viaduct, such as residents,
pedestrian,business employees, and commutersjould have clear views of the new parks, angiould
most likely notice changes to the visual environment caused by theroposed Project; however,
awareness of a changed area would diminish over time as the new facility loeses a familiar
component within the overall viewshed.

To provide a basis for evaluating the aesthetic effects of theroposed Project design, Existing
Conditionsand Simulated View$ave been provided for this VIA. Images faxisting conditions were
obtained during a site visit to the Project Area, and simulated views were prepared by project
architects and landscape architects for the final community meetings held in the Arts District and
Boyle Heights.

These simulationswere presented to community memlers in order to agree upon a balanced design
of the park that would include both sports andhature-basedfeatures for the public For eachof the
five KORs presented (see Figure 5: Key Operation Points(KOP), abovein Chapter 3 for KOP
locations), the Existing Conditiondigures (Hgures 6, 10, 15, 18, 21, and 22)lustrate the existing
views of the Project Area, andhe SimulatedViewfigures (Figure 8, 9, 12, 13, 16, 17, 19, 20, 23, and
24) illustrate the 0 OT EAA 08 O B Ol Thd &duAationAdE thé gpdti@tic changes that the
proposed Project design would bing to each KOP are discussed below.
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Visual Impact at West Park

Existing Conditions- KOP 1: Mateo Street and Sixth Street Bridge

KOP 1 isdcated at he intersection of Mateo Street andsixth Street (at the western extent of the
former Viaduct). This portion of the Project Area would serve as the western entranceof the
proposed Projectin the Arts District. Multiple warehouses and commercial storage facilities, which
were demolished as part of the Viaduct Replacement Project, occupite: area.As shown inFigure

6: KOP 1- Existing Conditions The existing view from KOP 1 to the east is the construction site for
the Viaduct Replacement Project, which includes fencing around an area of bare ground with staged
construction equipment and materials. The Project Area is still neighbored by various industrial and
commercial structures to the west and north, including restaurants, bars, warehouses, and a gym.

Resources Changed Under the Proposed Project

The proposed Project would enhancéhe current conditions of KOP 1 with the addition of West Park,
and its amenities that would include arart piece, planted seating areas, flexible play and performance
lawns, a rain garden, a dog play area, and an adult fithess area. These amenities arstiaited in
Figure 7: Simulated Aerial View of West Park

A street level view of West Park, looking east, is illustrated figure 8: KOP 1- Simulated Viewfrom
Mateo Street and would provide a noticeable chang to the visual quality of the area as a result of
the proposed Project. A pedestrian ramp would allow the public to access the upper level of the
Viaduct when traveling to and from the park, and is shown in

Figure 9: KOP 1- Simulated Viewfrom Ramp The proposed Project would include the addition of

multiple tables and seating areas, higicanopy trees, and a large open grass area for visitors to lounge
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northern wall, would also be included for pedestrians and bicyclists and would connect the park to

the surrounding neighborhood in the west, and the Arts Plaza drRiver Gateway segment in the east.
Re-grading would berequired to createthe new seating area, open grass area, gardens, and pet play

area, which wouldalter the current topography in the existing view.

Additionally, the art pieceand associated interpetive exhibits would improve the visual quality of
the existingProject Area, which is currently a construction zone for the Viaduct Replacement Project.
The art piece would be located within the West Park of the proposed Project and woudduse shade
wit hin the proposed the surrounding park area, however, it not be tall enough to block views of the
DTLA skyline because the skyline would still be visible from other viewpoints. Howevethe new
amenities would provide a significant upgrade from the currentonditions with a naturalistic view

that would contrast with the existing urban industrial setting., ECEOET ¢ Al 11 ¢ OEA PAC

and pedestrian trails would also be included, anavould be appropriately shielded and directed to
avoid glare and spillover light effects.

Visual Impact at Arts Plaza and River Gateway

Existing Conditiors - KOP 2:SantaFe Avenue and Mesquit Street

KOP 2 is located athte intersection of Santa Fe Avenuand Mesquit Street.This industrialized area
was the location of the former Viaduct, and was also occupied by multiple warehouses and
commercial storage facilities that vere acquired as part of the Viaduct Replacement Projedis
shown in Figure 10: KOP 2 Existing Conditions the current view includes the construction ste for

the Viaduct Replacement Project to the west and east, which includes fencing around an area of bare
ground with staged construction equipment and materialsTo the northeast, a fenced construction
site for a Los Angeles County Metro maintenance facility is visible. KOP 2 also includes views of
neighboring industrial and commercial buildings to north and south, including a gallery and
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warehouses. To the southest, the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power River Switching
Station, including power lines and transformers, is visible. There are several railway tracks further
east, but their visibility is limited from KOP 2.

Resources Changed Under the Proposed Project

The proposed Arts Plaza and River Gateway Park would substantially enhance the current conditions
of KOP 2 with the addition of various public features. Park amenities are illustrated in

Figure 11: Simulated Aerial View of Arts Plaza and River Gatewayand would include gardens, trees,
and groundcover vegetation; open grass areas; a performance stage with terraced seating area;
tunnel access to the.ARiver; and stairway access to the Viaduct abovEigure 12: KOP 2 Simulated
View towards Santa FeAvenue, portrays a street level view of théArts Plaza and River Gateway Park
from Santa Fe Avenue, looking eastvhich would provide a noticeable change to the view as a result
of the proposed Project The changes would include the addition oshadeloving gardens and
groundcover, highcanopy trees,an open grass area for visitors to lounge comfortably, and paved
sidewalks along the perimeter of theProject Areafor pedestrians and bicyclists The paved sidewalks
would connect the park to the surrounding neighbdhood, the West Park, and the A River.

The Performance Plaza, shown in

Figure 13: KOP 2- Simulated Viewfrom Berm, would include a large performance sige with a
terraced seating area for visitors to enjoy public performances, as well as an adjacent tunnel
providing access to theL A River. This tunnel would also provide access to the proposed bike path,
which would travel underneath the existing railway tracks and extend from Fourth Street in the
north, to Seventh Street in the south. Another amenity would include reinforced concrete planted
terraces along the east and west banks of tHeA2 EOAO8 , ECEOET ¢ Al 11 ¢ OEA
pedestrian trails would be included, andvould be appropriately shielded and directed to avoid glare
and spillover light effects.Additionally, security lighting would be shielded and would not contribute

to a noticeable change in ambient illumination. The performance aas would feature switchable and
dimmable lights to reduce lighting when these facilities are not in usd?erformance arealighting
would be directed onsite, and spillover light would be minimized to the greatest extent feasible so
that it would not inter fere with functions of adjacent properties including vision, sleep, privacy, and
general enjoyment of the natural nighttime condition.The new features of the Arts Plaza and River
Gateway wouldprovide a significant upgrade to current conditions for itssocially inviting view,
compared to the existing conditions of empty open space that currently exist underneath the Sixth
Street Bridge

Visual Impact at East Park

East Park wouldprimarily be located underneath theSixth Street Viaduct,in the community of Boyle
Heights, east of theLA River, and west of US 101. Community member requested this segment
include a sports and nature balanced desigritast Park would includgublic amenities such asports
courts and fields, gardens, and landscaped seating areas, as illustratedrigure 14: Aerial View of
East Park East Rark would also create a platform br cultural expression for the residents of Boyle
Heights and its surrounding neighborhoods by providing opportunities for commurty events.

East Park at Sixth Street and Mission Road

Existing Condition s

KOP 3 is located at the intersection of EaSixth Street and South Mission Road. This area was
previously occupied by commercial warehouses and truck yards, as well as empty space underneath
the former Viaduct. The existing view from KOP 3 consists of a construction site for the Viaduct
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ReplacementProject to the west, east, and south, which includes fencing around an area of bare
ground with staged construction equipment and materials (See

Figure 15: KOP 3- Existing Conditiong. Visible vertical elements include power poles, and the
support structures for the Viaduct Replacement Project. KOP 3 also features views of neighboring
industrial and commercial buildings to the north and south, including sesral warehouses and
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commercial storage facilities. There are several railway tracks further west, but their visibility is
limited from KOP 3.

Resources Changed under the Proposed Project

The proposed East Park would substantially enhance the current conditions of KOP 3, at the
intersection of Sixth Street and Mission Road, with the addition of various public features and
facilities. The eastern segment of this location would include new gdestrian walking trails; gardens,
trees, and assorted vegetation throughout the park; an adult fithess area; and a pedestrian ramp that
would provide access tahe Viaductabove. In the west, shown ifrigure 16: KOP 3- Simulated View

of Ramp, the park would include similar features, including gardens, treed areas, and pedestrian
walking trails, as well as a picnic area on top of a decomposed granite ., and soccer fieldsyhich
would provide a noticeable change to the view as a result of tipgoposed Project

Thesoccer fields shown in

Figure 17: KOP 3 Simulated Viewof Sports Fields would includetwo synthetic turf fields, terraced
seating areas for spectators, and an adjacent pedestrian walking traithich would travel along the
entire perimeter of the East Park, connecting the Project Area to the surrounding neighborhood of
Boyle Heights PedesODE AT 1 ECEOET C Al 11 ¢ OEA DPAOESO DPAOEI AOGA«
would also be included, andvould be appropriately shielded and directed to avoid glare and spillover
light effects. Additionally, security lighting would be shielded and woud not contribute to a
noticeable change in ambient illumination. The sports fields and performance areas would feature
switchable and dimmable lights to reduce lighting when these facilities are not in use. In addition,
light levels would be gradually rediced when moving away from the high illuminance sports fields.
This lighting would be directed onsite, and spillover light would be minimized to the greatest extent
feasible so that it would not interfere with functions of adjacent properties including vi®n, sleep,
privacy, and general enjoyment of the natural nighttime conditionThe proposed amenitiesof East
Park would provide a significant upgrade to current conditionswith its availability of open public
space that would create a prominent element vilin the viewshed in the neighborhood of Boyle
Heights, in contrast to vacaniopen space and vehicle parking areas that once existed underneath the
Sixth Street Bridge.

East Park at Anderson Street

Existing Condition s

KOP 4 is located at Anderson Street beeen Sixth Street and Jesse Street. This location is one of the
proposed locations of the East Park segment of the proposed Projedhis area was previously
occupied by commercial warehouses, industrial facilities, and estreet parking, as well as empty
space underneath the formerAs shown inFigure 18: KOPA4 - Existing Conditions The existing view
from KOP 4 includes the construction site for the/iaduct Replacement Project, which includes
fencing around an area of bare ground with staged construction equipment and materialdOP 4 also
includes views of neighboring industrial and commercial buildings to the north and south, including
several warelpuses and commercial storage facilities. The Downtown LA skyline is visible to the
west. A berm vegetated with shrubs, grasses, and palm trees adjacent to U.S. 101 is visible to the east.

Resources Changed under the Proposed Project

The proposed East Parkvould substantially enhance the current conditions of KOP 4 at Anderson
Street, between Sixth Street in the north and Jesse Street in the south, with the addition of various
public amenities and facilities. As illustrated in

Figure 19: KOP 4 Simulated View towards Boyle Heights this segment of East Park would include
sports fields and flex courts; a performance lawn for public shows and events; childremd adult
fitness areas; public restrooms; watetplay facilities; picnic and grilling areas;and pedestrian
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walkways throughout the perimeter of the park. The area would be available to the public for
community activities such as &rmers markets,food truck events,mariachi festivals, and community
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movie nights. The proposed East Parleatures, and public amenitieswould provide a noticeable
change to the viewof KOP 4as a result of theproposed Project

The flexible play fields and performance awn would be located in the center of East Parladjacent
to a flex sports court and adult fitness area, ahown in

Figure 20: KOP 4 SimulatedView of Plaza and This area could be used for various sports, including

basketball, futsal, and volleyball OBI AOE DPAA AT A AEEI AOAT 60 bI AU
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would also be included, andvould be appropriately shielded and directed to avoid glare and spillover

light effects. The proposed amenities of East Parkwould provide a significant upgrade to current
conditions with its athletic and recreational featuresand availability of open public spacé¢hat would
contrast the industrial land uses within the neighborhood of Boyle Heights and the previous
conditions of thevacantopen spaceand vehicle parking areaghat once existed undernath the Sixth

Street Bridge.

East Parkat Clarence Street

Existing Condition s

KOP 5 is located at Clarence Street between Sixth Street and Jesse Street. This locatimeisf the
proposed locations of the East Park segment of thgroposed Roject. This area was previously
occupied by commercial warehouses, industrial facilities,rad on-street parking, as well as empty
space underneath the formeNViaduct. As shown in

Figure 21: KOPS5 - Existing Conditionsand Figure 22: KOP5 - Existing Conditions(towards U.S.
101), The existing view from KOP 5 includes the construction site for the Viaduct Replacement
Project to the west and eastwhich includes fencing around an area of bare ground with staged
construction equipment and materials KOP 5 also includes views of neighboring industrial and
commercial structures to the north and south, including several various warehouses and commercial
storage facilities. A berm vegetated with shrubs, grasses, and palm trees adjacent to U.S. 101 is visible
to the east.

Resources Changed under the Proposed Project

The proposed East Park would substantially enhance the current conditions of KOP 5, at Clarence
Street between Sixth Street in the north and Jesse Street in the south, with the addition of various
public features and facilities. This segment of East Parkowld include a rain garden, flexible play
area, performance lawn, landscaped seating area, dog play area, sloped meadow and treed area, and
pedestrian walkways throughout the perimeter of the park that would connect to the rest of East
Park and the neighbohood of Boyle Heights. The proposed features and public amenities at East Park
would provide a noticeable change to the viewaf KOP 5as a result of theproposed Project

The flexible play fields and performance lawn would be located near the intersectinof Clarence
Street and Jesse Stregdnd is illustrated in Figure 23: KOP 5 Simulated Viewfrom ClarenceStreet.
This area could be used for events sha@as quinceafieras, barbecues and picnics, family reunions, and
various athletic activities and games. The rain garden would include assorted vegetation and
landscaping with high-canopy trees and public seating areas. The eastern portion of the park would
include a dog play area adjacent to a sloped meadow and treed area, as showFigure 24: KOP 5
Simulated Viewof Dog Play and Sloped Meadogtowards U.S. 101)
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lawn would also be included, andvould be appropriately shielded and directed to avoid glare and
spillover light effects. Additionally, security lighting would be shielded and would not contribute to

a noticeable change in ambient illumination. The sports fields and performance areas would feature
switchable and dimmable lights to reduce lighting when these facilities are not in use. In addition,
light levels would be gradually reduced when moving away from the high illuminance sports fields.
This lighting would be directed on-site, and spillover light would be minimized to the greatest extent
feasible so that it would not interfere with functionsof adjacent properties including vision, sleep,

privacy, and general enjoyment of the natural nighttime conditionThe proposed amenities of East
Park would provide a significant upgrade to current conditions for itsnaturalistic and socially
inviting view, andavailability of open public spacewithin the urban background of the Boyle Heights
neighborhood, in contrast to the vacant open space and vehicle parking areas that once existed
underneath the Sixth Street Bridge.

Figure 6: KOP 1- Existing Conditions

Figure 7: Simulated Aerial View of West Park
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Figure 9: KOP 1- Simulated View from Ramp

Figure 10: KOP 2- Existing Conditions
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